The educational function of the nursery school differs con-siderably from that of the primary or secondary school. Nursery school education is concerned mainly with the development of character, of social behavior and of emotional adjustment and only to a lesser degree with the imparting of information and training in manual and linguistic skills. In schools for older children the educational aims are the same but the emphasis is reversed and more attention is given to the development of intellect and skill than to the development of character and social behavior. There is need in both kinds of schools for performance, language, general intelligence and school achievement tests, for the purpose of comparing the abilities of different children and of checking their school progress. But the nursery school wants in addition to performance and language tests some methods for comparing the social behavior, the emotional adjustment and the character development of its pupils.
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For the past year the writer has been trying out a scheme for measuring roughly the social and emotional development of pre-school children in the McGill University Nursery School. A report of this work will be published at a later date. In addition to this scheme a short rating chart was devised primarily for the use of the nursery school staff in order to help them estimate the children's characters and follow their character development. This rating chart is described in the following paragraphs together with a few results obtained from its application in the McGill University Nursery School. (1) and (0) if both apply equally well, and mark (-) if neither is applicable. Mark (-) also against the item where no observation has been made.
Do not look at the marks of other raters.
Cover them with a strip of paper before marking each chart.
Directions for Scoring
Score one point for each (1) and half a point for each (1 0) marked by a single rater and add the total number of points, disregarding an odd half point.
Find the percentage score by dividing the total number of points (multiplied by 100) by fifty minus the number of items marked (-). Moreover, the problem of adjustment is harder for the younger child in the group than for the older child. One kind of character trait may be brought out when a child has to compete with others more able than himself, while quite another set of traits may be manifested when the child knows more and is more able than others in his group. A reason for the specially large difference between scores of these two age groups obtained December, 1927, to April, 1928 , is probably the fact that there were two unusually well adjusted children in the three to three and a half year group during this period, while there were two very poorly adjusted children in the three and a half to four year group. Since there was only an average of four children in a half-year age group an extreme in any one child's score was bound to make a noticeable effect on the group average.
Effect of Promotion in School
The average of the scores of the eight children who were promoted from Group A to Group B during the year was found for the months before and after promotion. Before promotion the average score was 69 per cent and after promotion the average score of the same children was 66 per cent. This slight drop in the score may be accounted for in the same way as the drop in the average score of the three and a half year age group.
Effect of Length of Attendance at School
The scores of the children in Group A and B obtained from all the ratings were tabulated according to the number of months since the admission of each child to the school, regardless of the age of the child. The average score was then found for children who had entered school only a month ago, for those who had entered two months ago, for those who had entered three months ago and so on up to fifteen months.
In this way it was hoped to show roughly the effect on character rating scores of length of attendance at school, although no allowance was made for absences or vacation periods. The age factor was eliminated in Group A as children were admitted to this group at all ages varying from two years and four months to three years and five months. In Group B the age factor was not quite eliminated. The new; children admitted to this group were mostly under four but their number was almost balanced by those who had graduated from Group A at three and a half years and who had been in the school several months.
In addition to these was an equal number of older children between four and five years of age who had been m the school a year or more.
The results for Group B showed an increase in score after six months' attendance at school. But the results for Group A showed no increase in score with length of school attendance.
Even the increase in score for Group B may be accounted for, in whole or in part, by the fact that the children who had been in the school longest were for the most part older than those more recently admitted. This failure of the scores to show increase with time spent at school is probably due to the fact that differences in score due to school attendance were entirely obscured by the large individual differences in scores. As previously mentioned, the scores in Table I show a slight increase due to the combined effect of school attendance and monthly increase in age. 
Comparison of Sexes
The average scores of the girls and the boys in Groups A and B were found for all seven ratings. These are presented in Table  IV . As may be seen, the scores show almost a negligible difference in favor of the girls. This difference is probably so slight as to be due entirely to chance or individual differences in such a small number of cases. 
